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bamba, Bolivia; Capito dayi (p. 394), Rio Madeira; Crocomorphus flavus 
inornata (p. 395), Santarem, Brazil, and Formicivora rufa ckapmani (p. 
396), Altar do Chao, Brazil.— W. S. 

Cory on New South American Birds. 1 — Further study of the collec- 
tions of the several South American expeditions of the Field Museum 
has brought to light 26 apparently new forms which are described and 
named by Mr. Cory in the pamphlet before us. They were obtained 
mainly in Brazil and Peru by Messrs. Osgood, Anderson and Becker but 
Pachyrhamphus niger lobagensis (p. 343) is described from Tobago, Cisto- 
thorus platensis tamce (p. 344) from. Paramo de Tama, Ven., and Corypho- 
spingus pileatus brevicaudus (p. 345) from Margarita Island. — W. S. 

Riley on New Ralliformes. 2 — Mr. Riley describes as new two birds 
from the collection of the U. S. National Museum; one a Coot from Gren- 
ada, Fulica arnericana grenadensis (p. 103), the other a small Rail, Cre- 
ciscus murivagus (p. 104), from Lima, Peru. — W. S. 

Mathews' ' Birds of Australia.' 3 — The present parts of Mr. Mathews' 
work conclude the Hawks and the Owls. Much controversial discussion 
on nomenclature and the recognition of races is presented, and the follow- 
ing new forms are proposed, viz. : (Part III) Ieracidea berigora tasmanica 
(p. 276); I. b. kempi and centralia (p. 277) and Spiloglaux novaseelandia 
everardi (p. 332); as well as a new genus Berneyornis (p. 305) for H. 
athene strenua Gould. Part IV contains an elaborate discussion of the 
Australian and other Barn Owls and Megastrix tenebricosa perconfusa 
(p. 408), British New Guinea, is described as new. — W. S. 

Buturlin's Review of the Nuthatches. 4 — In his studies of this family 
extending over ten years Mr. Buturlin comes to the conclusion that it is 
not so homogeneous as generally supposed and proceeds to separate it 
into three subfamilies, Daphanosittinw, comprising Daphcenositta and 
Neositta; Cyanosittinm comprising Pwcilositta gen. nov. (p. 149) for Den- 
drophila Sw. preoccupied and Cyanositta gen. nov. (p. 149) type Dendro- 
phila corallipes Sharpe; and Sittince, comprising Callisitta, Arctositta gen. 
nov. (p. 151), type Sitta arctica But., Sitta, Mesositta gen. nov. (p. 152), 
type S. himalayensis Jard. & Selby, and Rupisitta. 

1 Descriptions of Apparently New South American Birds, with Notes on Some Little 
Known Species. Field Museum of Natural History, Publication 190, Ornith. Series. 
Vol. I, No. 10. August 30, 1916. pp. 337-346. 

2 Two new Ralliformes from Tropical America. By J. H. Riley. Proc. Biol. Soc. Wash. 
XXIX, pp. 103-104, June 6, 1916. 

»The Birds of Australia. By Gregory M. Mathews. Vol. V, Part III, pp. 249-352. 
May 27, 1916, Part IV, pp. 353-139, August 30, 1916. 

* A Short Review of Nuthatches (Fam. Sittida?). By S. A. Buturlin, Travaux de la Soc. 
Imp. Nat. Petrograd, XLIV, livr. 2, pp. 145-173. 1916. 
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The genus Sitta is separated into four subgenera. Homositta subgen. 
nov. (p. 152) type S. castaneoventris Frankl.; Micrositta subgen. nov. (p. 
153) type S. villosa Verr. ; Leptositta subgen. nov. (p. 153) type S. leucopsis 
Gould, and Sitta type S. europcea L. 

Our Sitta carolinensis is arranged in subgenus Leptositta, while all our 
other North American species fall in Micrositta. No less than 22 races of 
Sitta europma are recognized! This paper is evidently the result of much 
study and deserves careful consideration. 

The following new forms are described: <S. europma sakhalinensis (p. 158), 
Saghalien Isl.; S. e. hondoensis (p. 160), Hondo Isl.; and Rupicitta tephro- 
nota iranica (p. 165) N. E. Persia.— W. S. 

Dabbene on Argentine Coots and Grebes. 1 — In this interesting 
paper Mr. Dabbene describes the life histories of Fulica armeUata, F. rufi- 
frons, Podiceps americanus and Podilymbus podiceps. The nests and eggs 
are described and figured as well as the plumages of the young nestlings. 
A series of skins of Fulica armiUata shows a gradual transition from a 
blackish downy nestling to a white-breasted juvenal plumage and finally 
to the slaty adult dress. — W. S. 

Birds in Relation to the Dissemination of Mistletoes in the 
United States. — It is a relief x to learn from two recent publications 2 
on western mistletoes that birds are held to play only a minor r61e in the 
distribution of these destructive plants. The mistletoes considered are 
those of the genus Razoumofskya. The seeds are expelled from the 
capsules with such force that they have been observed to travel 66 feet 
with a fall of only 8 feet; aided by strong winds seeds from high trees are 
known to have carried a quarter of a mile. It is evident that the plants 
have no real necessity for animal carriers and it is stated by the author 
that the part played by birds is a minor one. 

English sparrows and grouse have been observed to feed upon the seeds 
and they undoubtedly aid in dissemination of the plants. Both birds 
and rodents build nests among the mistletoes thus adding to the possi- 
bilities of seed distribution. The efficiency of these agents is limited, 
however, and Dr. D. T. MacDougal states that " the only localities which 
offer suitable conditions for the germination and growth of the seeds .... 
are the tips of branches or the shoots of young trees beneath. It is to be 
seen that no animals are to be found in the habitat of the parasite which 
would in ordinary usage carry the seeds to these locations." 3 

So much for the dissemination of Razoumofskya; with our other genus 



1 Notas Biologicas sobre Gallaretas y Macas. Par Roberto Dabbene. Ann. Mus. Nac. 
Hist. Nat. Buenos Aires, XXVIII, pp. 183-192. July 19, 1916. 

2 Weir, James R. Bull. 317, U. S. Dept. Agr., Jan. 20, 1916, p. 24, and Bull. 360, June 17, 
1916, p. 34. 

s Minnesota Botanical Studies 2, p. 172, 1899. 



